Need of the hour:
Common educational
institution for villages

fter advising every industrialist,

urban authority and SEZ to vol-
untarily place 1% of their land as in-
stitute conservation area, the author
now emphasises on the importance of
rural development. Read on to know
more about his encounters...

e

: <§' :- q»v, QB RER $“>‘3‘ &‘8 =§‘6‘
"The last time we talked about believ-
ing that nature has been very kind
and generous, and that every indus-
trialist, every urban authority and
‘every SEZ voluntarily agree to place
one per cent of their land as an insti-
tute conservation area.

For a person with 5,000 hectares of
land, giving 50 will not be a large of-
fering. He will be blessed by his
grandchildren, who help him build
the conserve. And he will be blessed
by the grandchildren in the commu-
nity. So let us not wait for an incen-
tive from the state. It is but a small
individual venture. So let's say you
have given someone 5,000 hectares

“with no grass. People may say that it
“is nothing but wasteland. But no land
“can be wasted.
' There are a large number of peo-
“ple in the state who have animals to
take care of and while there are agri-
cultural policies, these livestock peo-
‘ple remain very weak. So we should
have, say in Kutch,.a collection of
various grasses, which can be con-
~served on this plot. If we face a crisis
tomorrow and some disease causes
‘ damage to all food crops, than we can
‘'survive thanks to livestock and we
can regenerate the grasses that have
“been destroyed. Where will we find
“the seeds for this? We have to provide
for that day right now. There are
"grasses in Kutch which have 13 to
14% protein. We need to conserve
‘these and others, an example of
which is a seed called Theg, found in

Nalsarovar, which is only available
in winter. How many people know
about this? Who will conserve it?

I hope that after this column,
every entrepreneur managing an
SEZ will voluntarily offer land. Sec-
ondly, industries should try to help
workers in such difficult times. If not
more, they should at least ensure
that the workers' children are not
withdrawn from school.

We should remember a stranger
who has helped us and make sure that
the help is returned in some form. An-
other thing we need to do is ensure a
common educational institution or
person for villages. There is a person
called Golbaba, Ahmed Khan Solanki,
from Char village in Junagadh. Peo-
ple come to him with their animals
and he solves their problems.

People believe he understands the
pain of the animals as all he does is
touch the animals, rub his hand over
them and they are cured. He com-
mands respect that very few can.

Industries should try to help
workers in difficult times. They
should at least ensure that
workers' children are not
withdrawn from school.

Golbaba undertakes yatras and
provides help wherever required. He
has many tales to tell: once a person
came to his house, asked for help for
his animal and took him to his house
on his scooter. By the time Golbaba
was done, it was night. One would be-
lieve that the least that could be done
is that he would be taken home. How-
ever, Golbaba walked home.

He reluctantly narrated the inci-
dent, saying, "Talking about payment,
Idon't expect it and I give all my bless-
ings. I do what I do and they do what
they want. Why should I bother?"

He is a living example of the philos-
ophy of life. I cannot believe that not a
single of 200 children who listen to him
speak will not be affected. If one per-
son is inspired by Golbaba or any other
such person, we will be institution-
alised. So, when we talk about culture
and continuity, this continuity will
come about by providing opportunity.
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